WORKSHOP ON COMPETITION POLICY & LAW (FOR ECONOMICS JOURNALISTS)

CUTS International & Central Institute for Economic Management (CIEM), Vietnam

April 27 and 28, 2006

59 Ly Thai To Street, Hoan Kiem District, Hanoi, Vietnam

WORKSHOP PROGRAMME

 

	Date/Time 
	Event/Topic
	Presenter

	Day 1, April 27, 2006 (Thursday)



	8:30 – 9:00
	Registration

	9.00 – 9.15 
	Welcome Session:

Welcome Address 

Introductory Remarks


	President, Vietnam Press Association  

Dinh Van An, President, CIEM

Alice Pham (CUTS)

	9.15 – 10.30 
	Competition Policy: Definition and Scope 

· What is competition?

· What is competition policy and law?

· What competition policy and law covers? (Regulatory policies, Restrictive Business Practices, Unfair Trade Practices, etc)

· What is the need for competition policy and law (protecting consumers from uncompetitive pricing and practices by firms, increasing economic efficiency, promoting pro-poor economic development, etc)


	Erlinda Medalla, Ph.D., Senior Research Fellow, Philippine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS), The Philippines  

(Presentation: 30 mins

Q&As: 45 mins)

	10.30 - 10.45
	Tea/Coffee break
	

	10.45 – 12.00 
	An overview of the competition scenario in Vietnam

· The prevalence of anticompetitive practices in Vietnam (with specific examples) ( Does Vietnam need a competition policy and law?

· Does Vietnam have any competition law and policy?

· What is the scope of competition law and policy in Vietnam?

· Is there any effective implementation of competition policy and law in Vietnam?

 


	Tran Anh Son (Deputy Director, Vietnam Competition Administration Department, Ministry of Trade of Vietnam) 

(Presentation: 30mins

Q&As: 45mins) 



	12:00 – 2:00 -- Lunch

	2.00 – 2.30 
	 Lesson from other countries 

· What is the evidence of competition policy and law promoting consumer welfare and economic efficiency in other countries?

· Some case studies

· Lessons that Vietnam can derive from cross-country experiences


	Alice Pham (CUTS)

	2.30 - 2.45
	Tea/Coffee break
	

	2.45 - 4.00
	Q&As
	


	  Day 2, April 28, 2006 (Friday)

	Date/Time 
	Event/Topic
	Presenter

	9.00 – 10.30 
	International trade and competition policy 
· Can trade liberalisation be helpful to competition?

· Does competition policy restrict international trade

· WTO and competition policy (with focus on TRIPs)

· Competition policy under regional trade integration (case study with the ASEAN)


	Erlinda Medalla

(Presentation: 30mins

Q&As: 60 mins)


	10.30 – 12.00 
	Discussion: The Role of Media vis-a-vis Competition Issues


	

	12:00 – 2:00 – Lunch

	2.00 – 2.30 
	Towards Having an Effective Competition Policy and Law in Vietnam 

· Lessons discussed in the workshop will help us determine if we need competition policy and law for Vietnam

· How to formulate these policies?

· How to monitor them?
	Alice Pham (CUTS)

	2.30 - 2.45
	Tea/Coffee break
	

	2.45 - 4.00
	Discussion
	

	4.00 – 4.30                  Concluding Session (Certificate Distribution)


