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1. There were more than 100 ducks farmers from Hsin Chu, Chang Hwa, Yun Lin, Chia Yi, Tainan and Ping Tung, jointly complained to 21 agencies including the Fair Trade Commission (FTC) that a group of seven duck egg merchants control the quotation of the duck eggs throughout Chinese Taipei. In addition to the concerted action to unilaterally fix the prices of duck eggs, these merchants also improperly obtained substantial profits and infringed upon the rights and benefits of the many duck farmers. 
2. The Commission has sent staff to make inquiry about the opinions of the representatives of duck farmers, and sent the relevant press media a written request for providing materials related to the operation of eggs quotation. In addition, the FTC also visited the Ducks Breeding Association in Chinese Taipei and Eggs Business Association of Taipei City. Further, the FTC has requested the respondents to explain the situation before the Commission. The FTC also conducted a conference titled "Duck Eggs Pricing Operational Organization and the Relationship Between its Operation and Transactional Order and Consumers Rights" inviting the competent authorities of agricultural policy and consumers protection to discuss the issue. After the FTC collected the relevant opinions of the competent agricultural authorities regard to the quotation system of agricultural livestock products, it was found that for some agricultural livestock products such as duck eggs, there are no specific auction markets. The products have the characteristics of being raw and fresh and not easy to preserve. If there is no properly guiding management, the prices are very easy to skyrocket or to slump. Viewing this, in order to maintain the stability of production and consumption and the stability of prices, a relevant competent authority of agricultural policy has guided and subsidized relevant associations to set up the communications network of "Information on Production and Consumption" which will periodically (daily or twice a week) provide farmers the information regarding the conditions of production and consumption in the place of production and the transactions conditions of the market on the previous day after such information has been sent to relevant newspaper media and agricultural units. The above report of conditions under normal circumstances is only the reflection of the demand and supply of the market. Farmers, after learning such transactions conditions, may consider their own production conditions to determine whether they will refer to such price conditions when they sell their agricultural livestock products. The information has no binding or mandatory effect. Further, according to the explanation of the competent authority of agricultural policy, the relevant pricing system "has obvious effect on maintaining the balance of demand and supply and stability of price". In addition, the representatives of duck farmers also stated that sudden abolishment of the relevant organization and the pricing system will be unfavorable to the stability of transaction in the market and the rights of consumers. Therefore, information regarding "the transactions conditions on the previous day" provided by normal operation of the pricing organization will be favorable to public interest and overall economy, if it is not able to affect the demand and supply of the market and will be beneficial to the obtaining of transactional information and decrease the social cost of the transactions, and will be beneficial to the realization of transactional opportunities. 
3. As to the part of so-called "A group of duck egg merchants engaged in concerted action to monopolize the market to obtain substantial profits and to infringe upon the rights and benefits of the duck farmers", it is found that the respondents are all family style small duck eggs processing business. The quantity of duck eggs collected by them every day is 3% of the production of the duck eggs of the whole province every day. Its market share is limited. Besides, there are no evidences that by participating in the duck eggs pricing system, they have obtained substantial profits. Further, they were all authorized by the competent authority of agricultural policy, so that they voluntarily provided the relevant market information of the previous day. Also, the competent authority of the agricultural policy stated that "with regard to current duck eggs pricing system .... the prices are completely determined by demand and supply". In sum, it is difficult to conclude that there are sufficient evidences showing such merchants engaged in concerted action to monopolize duck eggs prices, in violation of the Fair Trade Law. 
4. In conclusion, the relevant agricultural products have the characteristics of being raw and fresh and not easy to preserve. If there are no suitable guidance and management, the prices will easily to skyrocket and to slump, which will not be favorable to trading order and maintenance of the rights and interests of the consumers. Therefore, it is rightful for the relevant unit of agricultural policy to consider the practical need to set up communication network of production and consumption information. However, if there is no reasonable supervision and management, it will result in few bad merchants, by participating in the pricing system, prevent the market from fair competition and committing behavior of violation of the Fair Trade Law. Therefore, the businessmen, in participating the relevant organization of market information communications, shall be careful and avoid interference with the transaction information and demand and supply of the market. In addition, the businessmen shall not, by participating in the relevant organization of information communications, commit any misconduct which will influence trading order and the rights and interests of the consumers in order to avoid violating the laws. 
